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Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 
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I. Basis of the report 

1 ' fcSofee'SSlt intemalional application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 



Description, Pages 

1-9 



as originally filed 



Claims, Numbers 

1-10 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/5-55 



received on 02.03.2004 with letter of 01 .03.2004 



as originally filed 



2 ' K. re9a - d to J h u !^ n ? ua 9 e - a » the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in th D 
language ,n which the international application was filed, unless otherwise tSSSS under item ^ 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 
□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 
the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

° Ru\^i¥!^L%lT ati ° n fUmiShed PUrPOS6S ° f intemational Preliminary examination (under 

3 - application, the 



□ 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



□ 



contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

il"X l S e a^ ,h C , S;^ 0rraa,l0n re0 ° rded °° mpUter readabte ,om fe ktenH »" *> »«.n saquanca 



4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 



Form PCT/1PEA/409 (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/NL 03/00021 



5 * ° ^l S / ep0r ^ haS J?? en e ? tablis hed as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 
been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

( XortT la0ement Sheet COntainin9 sucn amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



1-10 



1-10 



1-10 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELI^^ARY International application PCT/NL03/00021 
EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 

1 . 1 From WO-A-93/24 335 a file is known (see on page 5, line 1 - page 6, line 1 3), from 
which a file according to claim 1 differs in that 

(a) the first coupling means comprises clamping means, with which the...arch can 
be fixed to one of the covers and for the spine. 

A file according to claim 1 is therefore new (Art. 33 (2) PCT). 

The problem to be solved is to render easier the production of a file. 

None of the documents cited in the Search Report discloses or suggests the 

feature (a) of claim 1 in order to solve said problem. 

A file according to claim 1 involves therefore an inventive step (Art. 33 (3) PCT). 
Accordingly also a set according to independent claim 8, a method according to 
independent claim 9 and the subject-matter of dependent claims 2-7 and 10 are 
new and involving an inventive step. 

2. Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the document WO-A-93/24 335 is not mentioned in the description, 
nor is this document identified therein. 

3.1 Although claim 1 is drafted in the two-part form, known features are incorrectly 
placed in the characterising portion ( see on point 1 .) (Rule 6.3(b) PCT). 

3.2 Independent claims 8 and 9 are not in the two-part form in accordance with Rule 
6.3(b) PCT, which in the present case would be appropriate (see on points 1 and 
3.1). 
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